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Principal’s Letter
We want to thank you all for an incredible start to the 2022-2023 school year!! Students
have been hard at work already learning all the routines, expectations, schedules, and diving
right into the curriculum. We know that it is a tough transition from summer for most kids to
get back into the routine of going to bed earlier and having to get up early in the morning.
We would encourage you to set those expectations and schedules with your student; getting
a good night’s sleep is crucial to their success. Attendance is also essential for students’
success at school. Adapted from AttendanceWorks.org: Help Your Child Succeed in School:

Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early

Office
SECRETARIES
Olga Delgado
Norma Cornejo
Ashlee Meharg

STUDENT SUPPORT
Tanya Thurn
Amber Buffington
Troy Geike

Mark Your Calendar!
1st Major Saver Restaurant
Card Fundraiser Kickoff
A Day in the Life of
a Bear 5:00-6:00
2nd No School – Teachers
In-Service Day
5th No School – Labor Day
9th Freedom Walk
12th No School
EC/Elementary Plan Day
13th PTO Mtg.
15th Papa John Pizza Night
20th Site Council Mtg.

Beginning of the year reminders:
Ware Elementary doors open for students at 7:40 a.m. for breakfast and entry into their
classrooms. Please do not send or drop off your students any earlier than that as we do not
have the staff to supervise your students before then. If you plan to change your student’s
dismissal procedures, please make sure you contact the office by 2:00 pm. The office gets
extremely busy at the end of the day, and it is important that we get those changes in early
so that we can ensure our students are safe and everyone knows where they are going at
the end of the day. Please check your child’s backpack every day after school. Communication
between home and school is critical and important to the success of our students.

trait that we are working to develop in all our students and are model
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Partnering with your student’s teacher is additionally
important to their success! You and your child’s teacher share a
common goal: Providing the best learning experience for your
child. Effective communication is critical, so we encourage you
to talk with your child’s teacher. When kids see that everyone is
working together and on the same page, it can help them feel
confident knowing what to expect and what is expected of them
at home and at school. Together we can make this the best year
ever for your student!
At Ware Elementary, we set all our procedures and
expectations around the acronym PRIDE. Each letter represents
a character trait that we are working to develop in all our
students and are modeled daily by our adults. Students also earn
PRIDE tickets when demonstrating these traits that come with a
variety of celebrations! We would encourage you to talk to your
students about these character traits and let them give you
examples of times both in and out of school that they can model
these. Here are the letters and what they stand for:
Perseverance: sticking with something even when it is hard.
Respect: to treat others as you would like to be treated.
Integrity: doing the right thing even when no one else is
watching.
Dependability: to know I can be counted on and trusted.
Empathy: understanding and recognizing others have
feelings.
Thank you all again for your support of our school and a
wonderful start to the year. We are very proud of our staff and
students and are grateful that we have the opportunity to work
with your child every single day!
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Kindergarten News
Mrs. Tajchman, Mrs. Larsen, Mrs. Baltazar,
Miss Moler, Miss Rice, Mrs. Rankin, Mrs. Felton (ESS)

Kindergarten is off to a roaring start! We have
been hard at work beginning to learn the routines,
procedures, and behaviors that it takes to be a
super student!
Our reading focus will be on letter sounds rather
than letter names. Current research shows that for
kids to read well, the learning should focus on the
phonetic sounds of letters rather than the names.
We will also be learning 1-2 sight words a week.
These are words we cannot sound out but must
know by sight.
In math, we will focus on numerals (0-5) and their
quantities. We will spend time working with
manipulatives and 10 frames. We encourage you
to practice counting objects at home and matching
them to the numeral.
In September, you will see us beginning to send
home our monthly homework calendar. Please
complete the activity, initial nightly, and return to
school!
Thank you for all your cooperation and
understanding as we start off this year! Please be
sure to contact us if you have any questions or
concerns.

Frist Grade News
Mrs. Scott, Mrs. Hernandez, Mrs. Bandi, Miss Weber, Mrs. Smith, Miss Rumford, and Mrs. Felton (ESS)

What a wonderful start to the school year! In first grade, we have been focusing on the importance of rules and why we need to
follow them to be a responsible citizen within our classroom and building, within our homes, and within our communities. We are
excited to see our bears showing PRIDE towards peers and adults (Perseverance, Respect, Integrity, Dependability, and Empathy).
We are using the Wonders reading program and our first graders have finished reviewing skills and are ready to start reading
texts. Our focus is on sounding out words to read and write. Spelling will improve as we learn more sounds to use throughout the
year. Within our lessons, we incorporate social-emotional skills along with science and social studies skills.
Here are some ways to help at home:
• Please practice the reading skills on the back of the weekly communication sheet with your child.
• Read books and talk about their day together.
• Have your child practice handwriting and holding a pencil correctly.
This year we are using the iReady math program. Our first graders are making progress toward fluency with addition and
subtraction of numbers to 10. Students are going from counting all to counting on and are starting to use strategies for working
with groups of 10 as a basic unit, either taking away ten or making ten to solve problems. Here are some ways to help at home:
• Practice “counting on” as a strategy for addition, e.g. If you have 7 LEGO pieces, and you get 3 more, encourage your
student to start with the number 7 and count “8…9…10” to find the total.
• Discuss ways to take apart a given number, e.g. 6 is made of 1 and 5, 2 and 4, 3 and 3, etc.
Check your child’s Ware Bear folders and ClassDojo for upcoming events including Day in the Life of a Ware Bear (Thursday,
September 1st from 5pm-6pm) where you get to learn more about our day at school.
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Second Grade News
Mrs. Schmidt, Miss Heigert, Mrs. Burnham,
Mrs. Moorman, Mrs. Wienckoski, and Mrs. Vest (ESS)

Second grade is off to a great start! We have been working hard
to review the school rules and learn the Ware Bear way.
In math, we will be exploring mental math strategies to build our
fact fluency. This is an important skill that we will work on
throughout the entire year. We will also be working on word
problems and graphing this month! In reading, students will
continue to become more independent readers. All students are
expected to read for 20 minutes each night and write 1-2
sentences in their planner about what they read! In science,
students will be exploring states of matter. We will be conducting
experiments that examine both solids and liquids.
All second graders can earn Behavior Bucks in their classroom
for good behavior. Behavior Bucks can be used to buy privileges
in their classroom. Ask your child about this positive reinforcement
system to learn more!
Please make sure that you check your child’s Ware Bear folder
each night for homework and important notes. Also, your child has
a planner where they will write down their homework for each day.
This is a fantastic way to encourage communication between the
parents and teacher as well.

Page -3-

Third Grade News
Mrs. Grantham, Miss Wiedmaier,
Mrs. Cormier, Mrs. Brinker, and Mrs. Vest (ESS)

What a great start to the school year! We have enjoyed
getting to know your Third Grade Student so far.
In reading, we are currently learning about a variety of
different genre types. Please make sure your student is
reading for 20 minutes each night at home and writing
a short summary in their planner about what they read.
This is your student’s nightly homework! In math, we
are working on addition and rounding numbers to the
nearest 10 and 100s place. Please practice with your
student at home. In writing, we will be working on
Narrative writing pieces. For Social Studies students
will learn all about Communities. Students will be
learning about Motion and Matter in Science.
If you have any questions, please reach out to your
students’ teacher!

Fifth Grade News
Mrs. Deville, Miss Huneycutt, Miss Kinsley, and Miss William (ESS)

Fourth Grade News
Miss Turnbow, Mrs. Hilton, Mrs. Maley,
Mrs. Moorman-Meador, and Miss William (ESS)

The Ware Bear fourth graders are busy and active learners.
In math, we are beginning the year learning about Multi-Digit
Whole Numbers. We will be focusing on place value, rounding,
comparing, addition, and subtraction. Students need to be
able to reason about their answers and think critically when
solving word problems. The more “how” and “why” questions
you can ask them about their math, the better they will become
at reasoning and explaining. We will also begin working on
learning our multiplication facts. Spending just 5-10 minutes
each night reviewing those facts can help your student be
successful in the classroom. Knowing their facts helps keep us
moving during our math time and we appreciate the time you
can spend working on this with your student.
As reading gets going this year, we would like to encourage
you to read with or listen to your child read for 20 minutes
every night. Having them read aloud helps with their fluency.
After they read, they will need to write a response of a few
sentences about what they read and get your signature. This
is their required, nightly homework. In Social Studies, we will
be working on learning about the states in the Northeastern
part of the United States. The students should have fun getting
to learn the cultures of other places in the United States. In
Science, we are learning about environments, and we are
starting by observing mealworms! We are very excited about
our science curriculum that allows us to have a very hands-on
approach to science!
Thank You for helping us have a great start to our year and
we look forward to working with you to make this year the
best it can be for all our students.

We have had a great start to the year! Fifth grade is off and
running and the students have been working very hard in
class. Please continue to check your student’s planner and
Class Dojo for additional information. This keeps you informed
of what we are doing at school. It also serves as great way to
keep communication open between home and school.
During the month of September, we will be busy in the
classroom. In math, we will wrap up concepts of volume by
using formulas to find the volume of rectangular prisms.
Students will also apply strategies to find the volume of solid
figures composed of multiple rectangular prisms. Students will
expand on strategies learned for multiplying 2-digit by 2-digit
numbers and learn multiple strategies to use in multi-digit
multiplication and division problems. Encourage your student
to practice basic math facts at home to help increase speed
and accuracy.
In social studies, the students will compare different
geographical features and their impact on native North
American populations and lifestyles. Science will focus on the
study of Earth’s place in the universe and understanding
observable patterns between the sun and Earth. We will also
begin to examine weather and water cycling in Earth’s
atmosphere.
During our reading instruction we will begin a study in
Realistic Fiction. During our readings, we will focus on story
elements that include characters, setting, plot, and sequence
of events. As part of our nightly homework fifth graders are
asked to complete 20 additional minutes of reading outside
of the school day and then complete a daily Read and
Respond (R&R) sheet. Please help your child set up a nightly
routine to help meet this expectation.
We are looking forward to Day in the Life of a Bear on Sept.
1st and the Freedom Walk on Friday, Sept. 9th. Please be on
the lookout for more information about these special events!
Thank you so much for helping to have a great start!

Your Fifth Grade Team,
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Early Childhood

P.E. News

Mrs. Cook, Mrs. Bennett, and Mrs. Ring

Mrs. Gruver and Mrs. Thissen

Hello from the Early Childhood Program at Ware
Elementary! We have had a great start to the new
year and are so glad your child is a part of our
program. We have started the year with our first
unit, Who We Are and will be doing it for one month
before starting our next one. We will be learning
about what we do in school and how we learn new
things. We will also be learning about our Five
Senses, special things we do, and how things are
alike and different. During math and literacy
activities we will be talking about letters and
numbers before we begin learning a “letter of the
week,” which will start in Unit 2. During our Social
Emotional time we will be starting our new program,
Second Step and meeting the puppets that will
assist with teaching the lessons. We will also begin
introducing our Feeling Buddies and will do a
lesson each week to teach children how to regulate
their emotions. One of our favorite things to teach!
As a reminder, if you drop your child off along the
yellow curb either at the basketball courts or in front
of the school, please stay in your car and we will get
your child. When picking up we will bring your child
to you. You are more than welcome to park in the
parking lot or on the other side of the street at the
basketball courts and walk your child to your
teacher. Also, if your child will be absent, please call
Ware office at 785-717-4600.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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We are thrilled to see all the new and old faces coming into the gym
for Physical Education. Hopefully, everyone is getting things figured out
by now, and to help out a bit here are a few tips about being successful
in Ware Elementary Physical Education:
• Always bring sneakers (or shoes that cover our toes) to class. We
want all students safely participating every day in class. Have kids
set their tennis shoes right next to their bag each night before bed
if they are wearing boots, sandals, or shoes with heel to school.
• Younger grade levels – practice tying shoes at home a lot! Knottying also helps a wide variety of other fine motor skills such as
writing and cutting with scissors!
• Model and discuss healthy decisions relating to nutrition, sleep,
personal safety, and hygiene. We all make poor health choices at
times (we are human!) so it is just about trying to make as many
healthy choices during the day as possible.
• Exercise and play together as a family and establish family fitness
routines that everyone enjoys.
Here are a few websites for you to explore to help build a more physically
active home:
• SHAPE America Parents page: bit.ly/SHAPEparents
• Active Schools for Parents: activeschoolsus.org/parents
Our goal is to help students of all backgrounds and abilities in learning
physical literacy, in which they possess the knowledge, tools, and beliefs
to help them pursue a lifetime of health and enjoyment through physical
activity. Feel free to contact us at any time with comments, questions, or
to say hello!
Mrs. Tara Gruver taragruver@usd475.org
Mrs. Kelli Thissen kellithissen@usd475.org

Library News
Music News
Mrs. Gillespie and Mx. Leibach

Welcome back to school from your music teachers!
This will be Mx. Leibach’s fifth year at Ware and Mrs.
Gillespie is starting her 19th year at Ware. This year
we have a lot of fun things planned for our music
classes which include body percussion, movement
activities, singing, playing instruments, and creating
music. Each grade level will participate in a music
performance during the year which they will share
with the students and parents. All performances are
on the calendar and each grade level will be
performing a musical play this year. Third grade
students will perform The High Seas, A Musical on
October 13, 2022. More information will be shared
with third grade parents through ClassDojo as well
as on the Ware Bear Facebook page. We look forward
to making music with all our Bears this year!
As always, if you have any questions, please contact
us at
julianleibach@usd475.org
susangillespie@usd475.org
You may also message us through your classroom
teacher’s ClassDojo.

Mrs. Kaus, Library Media Specialist
Mrs. Callaway and Mrs. Davis, Library Clerks

Our Ware Bears are off and running with everyone having library
books to read! What can I say, our Ware Bears are rockin’ readers! Early
childhood and kindergarten can check out one book, and first and
second grade can check out two books. This year, our third, fourth and
fifth grade students can get three books! We are helping them to check
out a combination of non-fiction and fiction books.
All of our Ware Bears recently learned how to take care of their library
books. Please continue to help your student keep track of, and care for
our books. Thank you for helping to remind your student to return their
books before their library day so they can check out new ones! If you
are unsure of your student’s library day, reach out to the classroom
teacher and they can help you!
Students in grades K-5 are beginning their Digital Citizenship
eduation lessons with Mrs. Kaus. It is our goal to help students flourish
in a world of media and techology. We are learning to become respectful
and responsible digital citizens. These lessons cover topics such as
staying safe online, the power of words, and online communities. I
encourage you to take a look at the website Common Sense Media
(commonsensemedia.org) to explore some of the resources they offer
parents to foster conscientious digital citzenship at home.
Be on the lookout for information about our upcoming Scholastic
Book Fair! There will be additional information sent home with your
student in the next couple of weeks. Information will also be posted on
Ware’s Facebook page and website.
Thank you for continuing to encourage your child to read! erk
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Nurse Note
Mrs. Brooks

I hope you had an active fun filled summer. As
we start this New School Year. I have a brief to do
list for you.
• For our new and returning Ware Bears, please
bring your student shot record and completed
physical to the health office ASAP.
• All medications must be brought to the health
office in a pharmacy labeled container, this
includes prescription and over the counter
medications. You must complete a permission
form before medication con be administered.
• A current Asthma or Allergy plan are to be
turned in with all inhalers, epi pens or Benadryl.
• Please inform the Nurse of any food Allergies,
restrictions, or intolerance.
• If your student has potty accidents, please pack
an extra set of clothes in the book pack.

Ware News
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STUCO News
We are getting ready to start STUCO this year! In the 4th and 5th
Grade classrooms, students will nominate other students in the
classroom that show great PRIDE and leadership! After this, the
classroom will vote, and the top four nominees will then be a part
of the STUCO election process!
Each nominee will be able to make posters to hang in the
hallways to encourage others to vote for them. They will give a
short speech on why they think they should be elected, and then
all students from the whole grade will vote for two members from
each class to become STUCO members! More information will
come soon!
We cannot wait to see the great leadership that comes from all
the 4th and 5th grade students this year!
Please direct any questions to one of the STUCO sponsors!
emilymoormanmeador@usd475.org
darissamaley@usd475.org

Create a daily schedule for:
Waking up
Dinner with family
Eating breakfast
Bathing
Arriving to school on time
Packing up for the
Homework
next school day
Enjoying free time
Bedtime

PTO Notes
Welcome back! Here is
the QR Code to sign up
for PTO.
Our first meeting will be
Sept. 13th at 3:30. We will
be in building this year.
Please keep an eye out for
more information.

Speech Note
Mrs. Thompson

Welcome to the start of the 2022 school year!
I am excited to start my 13th year as a SpeechLanguage Pathologist in the Geary County School
District and am so happy to return to Ware
Elementary School serving the kindergarten through
fifth grade students who receive speech services. I am
looking forward to working with you and your
student’s teacher to support and improve the
communication skills of the students at Ware. This
month has been filled with “beginning of the year
things.” 😊😊 We have been establishing baselines,
discussing goals and expectations in speech, and
getting to know one another. I know we will get to
see great progress and growth throughout the year!
Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time with
questions regarding your student’s speech and
language skills. I wish you and your family a happy
new school year!
Laura Thompson
Speech-Language Pathologist
laurathompson@usd475.org

Counselor Note
Ware Bear Families:
My name is Ashley Malmquist, and I am in my second year as a
School Counselor at Ware Elementary! I am very excited to be
continuing my journey with Ware and its community. Whether you
are new to our school or a returning member of the Ware family I
am so glad you are here. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you
need anything.
At Ware Elementary School, I work with staff to deliver a
comprehensive school counseling program that follows the
American School Counselor Association (ASCA) framework in order
so support the whole student. The counseling program focuses on
the academic, social/emotional, and career needs of all K-5
students through classroom lessons, small groups, and individual
services. I am looking forward to working with you and your family
to make this a great year!
Sending Kindness Your Way,
Ms. Malmquist, Counselor
ashleymalmquist@usd475.org

Breakfast & Lunch MENU
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
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THURSDAY
1

FRIDAY

Oatmeal Round
2
Apple/Pears Diced Cup
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
Chicken Nuggets/BBQ
Sauce/Bread Sticks
Corn/Potato Smiles
Pears Diced Cup
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

5

NO SCHOOL

6

Cereal Cinn
Chex/Pineapple
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

7

Hamburger/Cheese
Slice/Bun/Ketchup
Potatoes Seasoned
Baby Carrots
Applesauce
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
12

13

19

Cereal Chex Rice
Pineapple
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
Grilled Cheese
Sandwich/Ketchup
Potatoes Seasoned
Baby Carrots
Applesauce
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

26

Cereal Cheerios
Honey Nut/Pineapple
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
Hamburger/Cheese
Slice/Bun/Ketchup
Potatoes Seasoned
Baby Carrots
Applesauce
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Cereal Cinn Toast
Crunch/Pineapple
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

14

20 Muffin Choc Chip
Fruit Cocktail
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

21

Turkey Hot Dog/Ketchup
Bun/Chickpeas Roasted
Chili Lime/Broccoli
Florets/Ranch Dip Cup
Apple Whole
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
27

8 ZeeZee Nutrition Bar
Fruit Cocktail
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

BBQ Pulled Chicken
Bun/Corn
Hummus Cup
Orange
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Corn Dog/Ketchup
Sweet Potato Puff
Broccoli Florets
Ranch Dip Sauce
Apple Whole
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

EC/Elementary Plan Day

Frudel Apple
Peaches
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Oatmeal Round
Banana/Fruit Cocktail
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

French Bread Pizza
Salad Romaine
Italian Dressing
Grape Tomatoes
Ice Juicee
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
15 Pillsbury Min Cinn
Peaches
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Chicken Fajitas
Soft Shell/Salsa
Refried Beans/Corn
Orange
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Orange Chicken
Salad Romain/Italian
Dressing/Rice Asian
Grape Tomatoes
Ice Juicee
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Bagel Mini
Peaches
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

22 ZeeZee Nutrition Bar
Fruit Cocktail
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Chicken Grilled Breast
Bun/Ketchup
Spudsters
Grape Tomatoes
Orange
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Muffin Banana
Peaches
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

28 Pillsbury Choc
Crescent/Fruit Cocktail
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Mini Corn Dogs
Ketchup/Sun Chips
Broccoli Florets
Ranch Dip Cup
Apple Whole
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Cheese Pizza Round
Salad Romaine
Italian Dressing
Grape Tomatoes
Ice Juicee
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Chicken Quesadillas
Salsa
Black Beans
Ice Juicee
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
29

Menu Subject to Change

Bread Pumpkin
Fruit Cocktail
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
Beef Burrito/Salsa
Refried Beans
Corn
Orange
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

9

Belgian Waffle
Pears Diced Cup
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Chicken Popcorn Style
Biscuit/Honey Mustad
Dip/Green Beans
Chickpeas Roasted Ranch
Pineapple
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
16 ZeeZee Nutrition Bar
Pears Diced Cup
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
Sloppy Jo Sauce/Bun
Ketchup/Green Beans
Natural Cuts
Pineapple
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
23

Belgian Waffle
Pears Diced Cup
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Chicken Nuggets
Biscuit/Honey Mustard
Dip/Green Beans
Jicama Sticks
Pineapple
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
30 Cinn Toast Crunch
Bar/Pears Diced Cup
Juice Variety
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored
Chicken Strips/Roll
Honey Mustard Dip
Green Beans
Jicama Sticks
Pineapple
Milk 1% Chocolate
Milk 1% Unflavored

Due to nationwide food supply shortages certain items may not be available and have to be changed.
We are making every effort to follow the menu as closely as possible.

